
Quad Analysis Prompt SR 230 QR Colossians 

To analyze 1 John 4:13-16 and how its core themes are developed in Colossians 1-4, let's first examine the 
key concepts in the 1 John passage and then explore how these themes are elaborated in Colossians.Core 
themes in 1 John 4:13-16: 

1. Mutual indwelling of God and believers 

2. Testimony about Jesus as the Son of God and Savior 

3. God's love and our response to it 

4. Abiding in God through love 

Now, let's examine how these themes are developed in Colossians: 

1. Mutual indwelling of God and believers: 

• Colossians 1:27 emphasizes "Christ in you, the hope of glory," echoing the concept of God abiding in 
believers. 
• Colossians 2:9-10 expands on this, stating that "in Christ the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you 
have come to fullness in him." 
• Colossians 3:3 further develops this idea: "your life is hidden with Christ in God."This theme is elaborated 
in Colossians to emphasize the believer's union with Christ, which results in spiritual fullness and 
transformation. 

 

 

 



2. Testimony about Jesus as the Son of God and Savior: 

• Colossians 1:13-20 provides an extensive Christological statement, describing Jesus as: 

• The image of the invisible God 

• The firstborn of all creation 

• The creator and sustainer of all things 

• The head of the church 

• The reconciler of all things to God 
• Colossians 2:9 affirms Christ's deity: "For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily." 

Colossians expands significantly on Christ's nature and role, providing a more comprehensive testimony 
than the brief mention in 1 John. 

3. God's love and our response to it: 

• Colossians 1:4-5 commends the Colossians for their "love for all the saints," which springs from their faith 
and hope. 
• Colossians 3:12-14 instructs believers to "put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony," 
reflecting God's love for us. 
• Colossians 3:23-24 encourages believers to work "as for the Lord," demonstrating love through 
service.While not as explicit as in 1 John, Colossians develops the theme of love as a central characteristic 
of the Christian life, flowing from God's love for us. 

 

 



4. Abiding in God through love: 

• Colossians 2:6-7 encourages believers to "continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him." 
• Colossians 3:1-4 urges believers to set their minds on things above, where Christ is, emphasizing the 
ongoing nature of abiding in God. 
• Colossians 3:15-17 provides practical ways to abide in Christ, including letting Christ's peace rule in their 
hearts, letting the word of Christ dwell in them richly, and doing everything in the name of Jesus.Colossians 
expands on the concept of abiding in God by providing more specific instructions on how to live out this 
spiritual reality in daily life.In conclusion, while 1 John 4:13-16 concisely presents these themes, Colossians 
develops them more extensively, providing a richer theological framework and more detailed practical 
applications. Colossians emphasizes the cosmic significance of Christ, the transformation that occurs 
through union with Him, and the practical outworking of these truths in the believer's life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To provide a deeper analysis of the core themes found in 1 John 4:13-16 and their development in Colossians 
1-4, we need to delve into the theological and practical implications of these themes as they are presented 
in both texts. Let's examine each theme with greater depth: 

1. Mutual Indwelling of God and Believers 

1 John 4:13-16 Context: 

• This passage emphasizes the mutual indwelling of God and believers, highlighting that we know we 
abide in Him and He in us because He has given us His Spirit. The confession that Jesus is the Son of 
God is central to this relationship, and it is through this confession that God abides in us. 

Colossians Development: 

• Colossians 1:27: Here, Paul describes the mystery of the Gospel as “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
This phrase captures the essence of mutual indwelling, suggesting an intimate union between Christ 
and believers, which is a source of hope and transformation. 

• Colossians 2:9-10: Paul asserts that in Christ, the fullness of deity dwells bodily, and believers, being 
filled in Him, experience this fullness. This parallels the idea in 1 John that God’s presence and love 
are realized in believers through the indwelling of His Spirit. 

• Colossians 3:3: The idea that believers’ lives are "hidden with Christ in God" emphasizes the secure 
and profound connection between the believer and God, reflecting the mutual indwelling emphasized 
in 1 John. 

 

 

 



2. Testimony About Jesus as the Son of God and Savior 

1 John 4:13-16 Context: 

• This passage affirms the testimony that Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world. This 
confession is foundational for abiding in God. 

Colossians Development: 

• Colossians 1:15-20: Paul provides a rich Christological hymn that testifies to Jesus’ divine nature and 
His role in creation and redemption. Jesus is described as the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of all creation, and the one through whom all things were reconciled to God. 

• Colossians 2:9: Reiterates the fullness of deity dwelling in Christ, underscoring His divine nature and 
authority. 

• Colossians 3:1-4: Encourages believers to seek things above where Christ is, reinforcing His exalted 
position as Lord and Savior and urging believers to align their lives with His lordship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. God's Love and Our Response to It 

1 John 4:13-16 Context: 

• God’s love is central, and believers are called to respond by abiding in love. This love is both a gift and 
a commandment that reflects God’s nature. 

Colossians Development: 

• Colossians 1:4-5: Paul acknowledges the Colossians' love for all the saints, rooted in their faith and 
hope. This reflects the transformational impact of God’s love in the community. 

• Colossians 3:12-14: Believers are instructed to "put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony." Love is depicted as the supreme Christian virtue that holds the community together 
and reflects God’s character. 

• Colossians 3:23-24: Encourages believers to work as if for the Lord, which can be seen as an 
expression of love and devotion to God, aligning with the call in 1 John to abide in love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Abiding in God Through Love 

1 John 4:13-16 Context: 

• Abiding in God is achieved through love, which is both evidence of God's presence in us and the 
means by which we remain in Him. 

Colossians Development: 

• Colossians 2:6-7: Paul urges believers to "continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in 
him," reflecting a dynamic, ongoing relationship with Christ akin to abiding in God. 

• Colossians 3:15-17: Provides practical guidance on how to abide in Christ, such as letting the peace 
of Christ rule in their hearts and letting the word of Christ dwell richly within them. These actions 
mirror the call to abide in God's love through active engagement with Christ’s teachings and presence. 

• Colossians 4:2-6: Encourages steadfast prayer and wise conduct, suggesting that abiding in God 
involves continuous communion with Him and manifesting His presence in our interactions with 
others. 

In summary, both 1 John 4:13-16 and the book of Colossians emphasize a profound theological truth: the 
believer's life is intricately connected with God's through Christ. This relationship is characterized by mutual 
indwelling, acknowledgment of Christ’s divine role, the transformative power of God's love, and a life of 
abiding in love and truth. Colossians enriches these themes by providing a more detailed theological 
framework and practical applications, encouraging believers to live out these truths in their daily lives. 


